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Journal of East Asian Libraries, No. 144, February 2008

RETIREMENTS
On Bill McCloy’s Retirement
By Rob Britt
Introduction
William B. McCloy, past CEAL president, retired on January 2, 2008 after nearly 36 years working in
libraries, including 31 years working with East Asian language materials. I have worked with Bill for 18 1/2
of those years, from 1989 to the present, at the Marian Gould Gallagher Law Library at the University of
Washington, in Seattle. He has been not only a wonderful mentor, but a trusted colleague, and most
importantly, a friend. The following is a brief look at Bill as a person, and as a major contributor to the
field of East Asian librarianship.
First Impressions
I first met Bill when he came to interview for the position as head of the Comparative Law Department
(later called the East Asian Law Department) at the Marian Gould Gallagher Law Library (MGGLL), in
February 1989. At the time, I was new to libraries (I graduated from the University of Washington Jackson
School of International Studies in 1987). I had been working in the department, which was temporarily
without a head, for almost two years. I was very interested in learning more about working with Japanese
legal materials. Although the law library staff were extremely helpful, no one had any experience with
East Asian legal materials. So as far as East Asian materials went, I was “on my own” for an extended
period.
As you can imagine, for me the prospect of someone of Bill’s stature coming to work in the department was
very welcome. I had high hopes that this new person would be able to show me the ropes of East Asian
librarianship. Luckily for me, Bill accepted the position and came to work at MGGLL in May 1989.
As it turned out, my initial optimism was definitely justified. Bill’s wide library experience and in-depth
knowledge of Chinese and Korean proved to be a very fortunate combination of skills, both for our library
and for me personally. He was instrumental in bringing the East Asian Legal Collection into the computer
age. Along the way, he gave me guidance on how to provide useful services to faculty, students and other
patrons of our library. Over the years, Bill’s influence on others in libraries has been great. His leadership
has been by example, and it can be clearly seen in his record of accomplishments in libraries and library
organizations.
Background and Training
Bill’s grandfather worked in China beginning about 1912 for the YMCA as a trainer of physical education
teachers. Later, his grandfather taught at National Southeastern University in Nanjing. Bill’s father was
born in China in 1914 and lived there until 1926 when the family returned to the United States. His father
eventually became a professor of Aeronautical and Astronautical Engineering at the University of Illinois.
Bill grew up in Urbana, Illinois, and attended the public schools there. He spent his senior year of high
school (1962-63) in Taiwan, attending an American School there, while his father taught at Cheng Kung
University in Tainan on a Fulbright fellowship. During the family’s year in Taiwan, Bill had a Chinese
language tutor. That was the beginning of his interest in East Asian languages. After high school
graduation, he attended first the University of Illinois, and then the University of Hawai'I, from which he
graduated in 1967, with "academic commendation" and a degree in Chinese language.
Bill joined the Peace Corps after college and was sent to South Korea for two years where he spent a year
each in Incheon and in Seoul. In Korea, Bill studied Korean intensively, and in 1969 he was the winner of
the Presidential Prize in the Foreigners’ Korean Language Speech Contest sponsored by the Korea Herald.
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When he returned from Korea, Bill pursued a Masters degree in Linguistics from the University of Illinois.
He graduated in 1971. Immediately afterwards, he entered the Masters in Library Science program at the
University of Illinois, and graduated in 1972.
Work History (1972-2008)
Bill held a total of five library positions between 1972 and 2008, four of them in East Asian libraries or
collections. Starting in 1972, he worked as a Chinese and Korean cataloger at the University of Illinois Far
Eastern Library. There, he worked with Ernst Wolff, who was a librarian and a Chinese literature scholar.
Bill’s colleagues included Yasuko Makino and Robert Sewell. In addition to cataloging, Bill handled Korean
acquisitions.
In 1975, he moved to Indiana University Libraries where he worked as a Cataloger of Chinese Materials,
cataloging and classifying Chinese and Korean language monographs and serials in all subject areas. Bill
also established policies and priorities for the handling of East Asian materials and provided reference
service and catalog maintenance for China/Korea–related materials.
In 1977, he was promoted to the position of Head of the Special Languages Cataloging Department at
Indiana University Libraries and held that post until 1984. During this time, he was in charge of the
cataloging of non-Roman script and related languages. In that position, he supervised a major project to
catalog a large collection of Tibetan language materials. These were among the first Tibetan language
materials to be cataloged on OCLC. Bill’s colleagues at Indiana included Shizue Matsuda and Wen-ling Liu.
In 1984, Bill temporarily left East Asian libraries to work as the Head of Technical Services at the Indiana
University School of Law Library, a job he held until 1989.
From 1989 until his retirement Bill worked in the East Asian Law Department of the Marian Gould Gallagher
Law Library at the University of Washington in Seattle, most recently as the Assistant Librarian for East
Asian Law. As Head of the East Asian Law Department, he managed one of the premier collections of
Chinese, Japanese and Korean legal materials in the country.
He served as a member of the Law Library's Collection Development Council and represented the
department in the Library Council. Bill coordinated all activities of the East Asian Law Department:
collection development, library materials selection, reference service, library instruction, classroom
presentations, and the cataloging of Chinese, Japanese, and Korean materials. From 1996–1998, Bill
organized and supervised a project to convert the Chinese, Japanese and Korean card catalogs
(approximately 4,000 titles) to machine–readable form and to reclassify them to the new Library of
Congress call numbers for Asian law. One of his co-workers in that effort was a new librarian, Jim Cheng.
Service to the Profession
Bill has been a tireless participant and leader in many local, national and international library organizations
over the years. His first contact with CEAL came when he attended a CEAL meeting on cooperative
cataloging of Chinese materials, held in the early 1970s in Chicago.
A small sampling of Bill’s committee work includes time as a Member-at-large of the Asian and African
Section Executive Committee of the American Library Association, Chair of the Asian-American Law
Librarians Caucus of the American Association of Law Libraries, and of course his time as Acting President
(1999-2000) and President (2000-2003) of CEAL. Prior to that, Bill also served on the CEAL Executive Board
as Member at Large (1995-1998).
Final Thoughts
It has been a privilege and a pleasure to work with Bill McCloy. His knowledge, skills and helpfulness have
been invaluable to me personally and have made an impact on other librarians, faculty, patrons, and many
others in countless ways.

74

Journal of East Asian Libraries, No. 144, February 2008

His particular impact on our institution and on East Asian libraries in general shines through remarks
prepared by some former University of Washington Law School faculty on the occasion of Bill’s retirement
party:
“It is people like Bill who really show that a library is more than a collection of books and computer
terminals; it’s perhaps even more importantly the people that give their time generously and
enthusiastically to users—whether students, faculty, or outsiders—to guide them in finding what
they need.” –Prof. Don Clarke, George Washington University
“…I have no doubt that your continued commitment to the University of Washington was an
important reason for [the continued success of the Asian Law Program]. Under your stewardship,
the Asian law collection not only survived, it grew. It remains a crown jewel that no other law
school can ever hope to replicate. Your leadership helped ensure its status as the foremost
collection on Asian law in the United States. I am grateful.” Prof. Dan Foote, University of Tokyo
“Bill's leadership and his good judgment were critical. All of us in the field owe him an
immeasurable gratitude. I can only add how much I continue to value Bill as a colleague and a
friend.” Prof. John O. Haley, Washington University (St. Louis)
Bill plans to spend more time in retirement with his family, including with his two grandchildren. He also
hopes to pursue hobbies that include raising beautiful irises and orchids. Here’s to a long and happy
retirement!
Selected Publications by William B. McCloy
East Asian Legal Research Guides:
• "Chinese Legal Research at the University of Washington 中华人民共和国法学研究":
http://lib.law.washington.edu/eald/cres.html
• "Korean Legal Research at the University of Washington 한국법학연구지침:
http://lib.law.washington.edu/eald/kres.html
• "Taiwan Legal Research at the University of Washington 中華民國法學研究":
http://lib.law.washington.edu/eald/tres.html
“Cataloging Chinese Legal Materials”. Cataloging and Classification Quarterly 17.1–2 (Fall 1993): 181–95.
This special issue was also published as a book: Languages of the World: Cataloging Issues and
Problems. Ed. Martin D. Joachim. New York: Haworth Press, 1993.
"China, Taiwan, Hong Kong: A Checklist of Periodical Holdings of the Marian Gould Gallagher Law Library,
University of Washington." Unpublished. 1992.
“Selected Sources for the People's Republic of China”. Legal Publishing Preview, Jan.–Feb. 1991: 1, 8–10.
“The East Asian Law Collection of the Marian Gould Gallagher Law Library”. FCIL Newsletter 4.2 (Feb.
1990): 9–10.
“Making the Change: The Cataloger's Progress.” AACR2—One Year Later, special issue of InULA Quarterly
12.3 (Winter 1982): 2–3.
"Printing, Korean." Encyclopedia of Library and Information Science. Vol. 24. New York: M. Dekker, 1978:
95–107.
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Charles Wu
By Amy V. Heinrich

After nearly 40 years of service to Columbia University’s C.V. Starr East Asian Library, Charles (Chiencheng) Wu retired as head of technical services at the end of December 2007. It will be a great
change for the staff of the library to no longer have his leadership and expertise at hand. Still,
change is a constant in life, and Charles was a friend to change for many years. Librarianship itself
was a career change for Charles; he majored in Arabic language and Arabic studies as an
undergraduate at Chengchi University in Taipei, and spent three more years studying at Jordanian
University in Amman.
Charles Wu joined the staff of the East Asian Library in 1969 as an assistant cataloger while he was
still in library school. Once he received his MLS the following year, he became cataloger in what was
then called the Chinese section. While working as head cataloger and then assistant to the head
of technical services, he went on to earn a masters degree in East Asian studies at New York
University, focusing on Sino-Russian relations in the late nineteenth century.
Charles spent his whole career at Columbia, guiding the technical services of the East Asian Library
through numerous periods of growth and change. His mastery of the mysteries of the early RLIN
system helped the library reach and maintain high standards in cooperative cataloging over more than
twenty-five years. His oversight of the processing of materials for Columbia’s offsite shelving facility
was masterful as well.
We at Columbia’s C. V. Starr East Asian Library will miss Charles’ astute advice, his deep knowledge,
and his willing cooperation in all of our Library challenges, but most especially we will miss our daily
contact with him as a true good friend.
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